Discussion:
The increased incidence of colorectal carcinoma in chronic S. japonicum infestation is well recognized. In a large series from China, where 289 cases of colonic carcinoma were reported, Schistosoma infestation was found to play an etiologic role in bowel malignancy in patients with diffuse involvement of the large intestine and a history of 10 years or more of colitic symptoms.
Pseudopolyposis, ectopically regenerating glands, and multicentricity are thought to be predisposing factors in the development of colorectal cancer, similar to the sequence in ulcerative colitis . There are no definitive reports, however, of the association between colorectal cancer and S. mansoni (2) .
Infestation with S. japonicum is endemic in many parts of South-East Asia, particularly China and the Philipines. That this condition gives rise to increased risk of cancer was first described in 1908 (3) . Subsequently both confirmatory and contrary views have been published (4) .
Recently, dysplastic changes have been reported in association with Schistosomal colitis (5) . In a large retrospective study in China on 1229 rectal biopsy and colectomy specimens from patients with Schistosomiasis japonicum, 37.1% had large bowel carcinoma (1) .
We therefore recommend regular colonoscopy and biopsy for patients with S. japonicum infestation of the colon, and advise prophylactic colectomy on the more finding of low-grade dysplasia.
